REGULAR MEETING

DICKINSON CITY COMMISSION

I.

CALL TO ORDER
President Dennis W. Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM.

II.

ROLL CALL
Present were:

February 22, 2011

President Dennis W. Johnson, Gene Jackson, Klayton
Oltmanns, Carson Steiner, and Rod Landblom

STANDARD MOTIONS
1.

ORDER OF BUSINESS
President Johnson indicated two items needed to be added to the agenda. The
first being a 5:45 Timetable agenda item of Centennial Homes and the second
being item E. under the General Issues tab of Dickinson Museum Center – Front
Entrance.
MOTION BY: Klayton Oltmanns SECONDED BY: Carson Steiner
To approve the amended order of business.
DISPOSITION:
Motion carried unanimously.

2.

CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION BY: Gene Jackson
SECONDED BY: Rod Landblom
A. Approval of minutes of regular meeting dated February 7, 2011
B. Approval of Accounts Payable List
C. Approval of Agreement for newly annexed parcels with Vanguard Appraisals,
Inc.
D. Approval of 2011 Irrigation Agreements
E. Approval of Historic Preservation Fund Grant Application
F. Approval of Request for Proposal to finance Street Sweeper
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed.
TIMETABLE AGENDA

5:20 PM
TROY TARABA TAX ABATEMENT
Finance Director Tina Johnson reported the City receives approximately two to
three requests per year for tax abatements. The request is based on water damage
in the basement due to landscaping. Ms. Johnson stated a patio and deck were
included in the valuation but they have been removed to make repairs. The
request is for the 2010 valuation to be decreased to $132,800. Commissioner
Oltmanns questioned who determined the value. Ms. Johnson indicated the
Assessor’s Office.
MOTION BY: Gene Jackson
SECONDED BY: Carson Steiner
To approve the tax abatement request from Troy Taraba for 743 1st Avenue SE to
reduce the 2010 valuation from $149,100 to $132,800 based on the condition of
the property.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed
5:30 PM
ST. JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL AND HEALTH CENTER UPDATE – REED
REYMAN
Reed Reyman, President/CEO of St. Joseph’s Hospital and Health Center updated
the Commission about the hospital to help provide transparency between the
hospital and the city. Reyman stated the hospital is doing very well. Reyman

stated the average daily census is 16, which is down slightly from the previous
year. Reyman reported one physician has been added and we’re in the process of
adding another to bring emergency physicians to five. Out-patient surgical visits
are down, due to the loss of the orthopedic surgeon. There are a total of 335
employees employed by the hospital, with some entry level positions still
available.
Commissioner Steiner questioned what the average number of patients is
monthly. Reyman indicated the number is between 480 and 500 or approximately
16 per day. Steiner questioned the percentage admitted through emergency.
Reyman commented roughly 20 – 30% are admitted through the emergency
department. There are a lot of people utilizing emergency even with the
additional family practice physicians added by Dickinson Clinic. Reyman stated
there are significant traumas, but some individuals are unable to afford the copays at the clinics but for the most part they are true emergencies.
President Johnson asked Mr. Reyman to describe the recruitment efforts as he
understands there is a doctor shortage throughout the country. Reyman stated it is
very difficult to recruit as one factor, there is a lack of young people going into
medicine. The hardest factor at this point is getting them to Dickinson. Reyman
stated if we can get them here and familiarize them with the area we seem to do
very well. If the individuals are familiar with the area we do better with
recruitment.
Commissioner Landblom questioned what’s being done to replace Dr. Kovacs
practice. Reyman indicated there are a number of searches currently in place and
we’re looking at possibly partnering with an existing orthopedic firm. We have
tried to recruit independently, however many orthopedic doctors specialize where
as Dr. Kovacs was a general orthopedic surgeon. Commissioner Oltmanns asked
what is keeping you awake now. Reyman indicated everything that has been
mentioned, but especially the lack of ICU nurses, we’re currently looking for
four.
Administrator Shawn Kessel, mentioned the use of the West River Community
Center and the Badlands Activity Center as useful tools for recruitment.
Administrator Kessel commented that CHI recently purchased land and asked if
there was a building update that could be provided. Reyman indicated there was
not, but they are moving forward with a site plan and to prepare the land so that
when the money is available from CHI we can be as prepared as possible to start
the project when given the go ahead. We are educating CHI on what’s happening
in SW North Dakota.
5:45 PM
CENTENNIAL HOMES
City Engineer Shawn Soehren reported a request had been received from
Centennial Homes asking for the City to allow them to connect to Southwest
Water even though the lot is within City Limits. Soehren stated the lot is located
on the east side of Dickinson and is on the east side of the interstate where we
don’t have services. Soehren stated to provide the services we would need to bore
under the interstate to provide services to the lot. Soehren stated approval of the
request would allow SW Water to provide water and a septic tank system.
Soehren stated they are looking to construct an office building and also display
models on site. Soehren stated he does have a concern with it being one lot with
the City moving that direction. However, this is a large expense for one lot,
especially without future plans or annexation of land. Soehren stated the expense

should fall to a greater land area. Soehren stated the County shop was granted a
similar request until services are available to them. President Johnson asked if we
provide sewer services for the County Shop. Soehren indicated they have an
agreement with Baker Boy to tie into the force main. President Johnson indicated
when the property was annexed into City limits it made sense as the owner was
going to open a truck stop, at this time does it still make sense to have this
property in city limits. Attorney Kolling stated there is a process to exclude
property if it has not been platted. Soehren stated the land is platted and the land
in the area could be potentially a valuable piece of property for development in
the future. Soehren commented the comprehensive plan may help address this in
the future.
Commissioner Jackson commented he doesn’t think the request is unreasonable.
Jackson stated there should be some form of agreement for when services are
available. Soehren stated he believes something could be put together, a
development agreement with both for when services are available. Commissioner
Landblom asked if this needed to be a condition placed on the approval tonight.
Attorney Kolling stated he and Engineer Soehren could put together an agreement
for approval at the next meeting.
Michael Evans, the CEO of Centennial Management gave a brief history of the
company, indicating they are interested in setting up a retail center here in
Dickinson that would employee approximately 12 - 15 individuals. Mr. Evans
stated there would be no opposition to hooking on to City services once available,
but it’s currently cost prohibitive.
President Johnson stated it appears we are willing to do this but a development
agreement needs to be crafted and be acted on in two weeks, is this acceptable.
Mr. Evans indicated it was acceptable to wait. President Johnson asked
Centennial Homes to work with staff in the creation of the development
agreement for approval at the first meeting in March.
6:00 PM
WESTERN EDGE POOL COMMITTEE UPDATE
Stepheny Reger and James Kramer presented the Commission with an update for
the construction of an outdoor pool at the West River Community Center. Reger
reviewed a survey conducted indicating that 95% of the surveys returned were in
favor of an outdoor pool. It was stated the project estimate is $2.8 million.
Kramer stated with the outdoor pool the committee was looking at the wow and
fun factor with the design. Commissioner Oltmanns questioned if the cash flow
to fees and maintenance had been laid out. Kramer indicated the situation with
this pool is unique versus a stand-alone pool. Kramer stated it has not been
decided yet if the pool will be membership driven or an add-on to the Community
Center. Kramer stated the operating budget for the pool should be $150,000.
Oltmanns asked if there was a timeframe goal. Kramer indicated there wasn’t at
this time. The first goal is to educate the public and then to start fundraising.
6:10 PM
PUBLIC HEARING – REZONING PETITION – LOTS 7 & 8, BLOCK 1
VALENTINES AND EAST ½ OF LOT 1 WOSEPKAS 1ST SUBDIVISION
City Engineer Shawn Soehren stated this is a request to rezone lots 7 and 8, Block
1, Valentines Subdivision and the east ½ of lot 1 Wosephkas 1st Subdivision. Mr.
Soehren stated in the packet is a map of the lots south of Dickinson to be rezoned.
Soehren stated to the north of these lots is an MDU Substation and on the west
side of the lots is Highway 22. The owners are requesting the rezoning due to the

noise from the substation. Mr. Soehren stated he believed the lots are currently
being used for a commercial business. Mr. Soehren stated Planning and Zoning
has reviewed the request and recommends approval of the request.
President Johnson opened the public hearing at 6:30. No comments were
received. President Johnson closed the public hearing at 6:31.
Commissioner Landblom asked if there was a home on the lots in question. Mr.
Soehren stated he believes there is a home where Val’s Sanitation is operating and
would be included. Commissioner Jackson commented there is another house.
President Johnson asked if there were any objections at Planning and Zoning. Mr.
Soehren stated there was not.
MOTION BY: Carson Steiner
SECONDED BY: Gene Jackson
To approve the first reading (and waiver thereof) of Ordinance No. 1407:
ORDINANCE NO. 1407
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE DISTRICT ZONING MAP FOR
REZONING AND RECLASSIFYING DESIGNATED LOTS, BLOCKS OR
TRACTS OF LAND WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS, CITY OF DICKINSON,
NORTH DAKOTA.
DISPOSITION:

Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed

6:20 PM
SPECIAL USE PERMIT – CHARBONNEAU BUICK GMC TRUCK, INC.
City Engineer Soehren stated a Special Use Permit was received from
Charbonneau Buick GMC Truck Inc. Mr. Soehren stated this was in front of the
Commission several months ago to build a parking lot on Lot 7, Block H, Dakota
Land & Colonization. At that time there were several people in opposition to the
parking lot and there was a house between the service center and the parking lot.
Mr. Soehren stated they have since acquired the house/property and the request
now includes the parking lot from the alley all the way over to 5th Avenue W
along 1st Street W. Access to the parking lot would be through the alley and
includes fencing and a 4’ buffer area. Mr. Soehren stated Planning and Zoning is
recommending approval of the request. Mr. Soehren stated two letters were
received on the issue, one from Stevenson’s in favor and one from Terry Sivhl in
opposition.
President Johnson asked if a public hearing was needed. Attorney Kolling
indicated the public hearing took place at Planning and Zoning. President
Johnson asked if there were any comments, Mr. Soehren stated the letters were
received, but no one spoke in opposition at the meeting. Commissioner
Landblom asked if there were any conditions placed on the permit by Planning
and Zoning. Mr. Soehren stated there were not, but the request does mention the
fencing along with green space as a part of the proposal that we would expect.
Mr. Landblom voiced concerns as to lighting to be used. Mr. Soehren indicated at
this time no lighting is planned.
Commissioner Steiner stated when this was first brought to the Commission his
concern had to do with the home in between the service center and the parking lot.
With the home to be removed changes the concern. Mr. Steiner stated in driving
in the area there are safety concerns as the streets are filled with cars making it

difficult for traffic entering the intersection. Mr. Steiner stated he felt it was a
safety issue at this time in the area and is in favor of the permit.
President Johnson questioned the need to spell out conditions of the special use
permit. Commission Jackson stated the Planning and Zoning minutes do
enumerate the issues being discussed relating to the fencing and green space.
MOTION BY: Gene Jackson
SECONDED BY: Klayton Oltmanns
To approve special use permit for a parking lot on Lot 7, Block H, Dakota Land &
Colonization with the condition of the items enumerated at Planning and Zoning
Meeting to include fencing and a green zone, access through the alley and no
lighting.
DISCUSSION: President Johnson stated if the property owner chooses to include
lighting at a later date, they would need to come before the Commission for an
amendment for the special use permit.
Commission Jackson commented the community needs to be viligent with respect
to zoning and special use permits.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed
6:30 PM
SPECIAL USE PERMIT – BENEDICTINE LIVING COMMUNITIES,
INC. dba ST. BENEDICTS HEALTH CENTER
City Engineer Soehren stated before you is another Special Use Permit from
Benedictine Living Communities, Inc. The permit is for Lot 1, Block 2,
Springwood 2nd Addition. This lot is directly behind the current parking lot
directly across from St. Benedicts. Mr. Soehren stated the lot was researched as it
was labeled as a park on the plat, however the lot can be sold. Mr. Soehren
indicated Planning and Zoning is recommending approval and the permit includes
the use of lighting because of security concerns. Commissioner Jackson
questioned if the Planning and Zoning approval was for non-evasive lighting. Mr.
Soehren indicated it was. Commissioner Oltmanns asked if there was any
opposition. Mr. Soehren stated there was not. Commissioner Steiner asked if the
intention was to pave the lot in the near future. Mr. Soehren stated he believed
the intention was to pave a portion of it at this time, but he believes the intention
is to pave the entire lot in the future. Mr. Steiner voiced concerns of dust if not
paved. Mr. Soehren commented the intention would be that when developed it
would be a paved lot.
MOTION BY: Carson Steiner
SECONDED BY: Rod Landblom
To approve the special use permit application by Benedictine Living
Communities, Inc. for lot 1, block 2, Springwood 2nd Addition to use it as a
parking lot.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed
NON-TIMETABLE AGENDA
4.

GENERAL ISSUES/FINANCE
A. DECEMBER 2010 FINANCIAL REPORT
Finance Director Tina Johnson highlighted the December 2010 financial report.
President Johnson asked for clarification on the previous legislative session,
stating the $500,000 special allotment to the City of Dickinson, if it’s only

committed thru the current biennium. Ms. Johnson stated she didn’t believe it had
a sunset but believes there is legislation that would change it now. President
Johnson stated he expected it to change, but he wasn’t sure if it was an ongoing
commitment or just for the two years of the current biennium.
MOTION BY: Carson Steiner
SECONDED BY: Klayton Oltmanns
To accept the December 2010 Financial Report as presented.
DISCUSSION: Commissioner Jackson questioned what the 2011 budget
numbers are compared to those presented. Ms. Johnson stated with the January &
February 2011 report she could include the full year to show the comparison.
President Johnson commented the City was conservative on the revenue
projections for 2011. He stated in the 2010 projections were very close with the
revenue 103% collected and the expenses 97% expended compared to the budget.
He stated this he thinks this is very good. He stated there will most likely be a
need to amend the budget in 2011 as we go forward. We are in a good position
but we may still need some assistance from the legislature.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed
B. NORTHSIDE ANNEXATION
City Attorney Matt Kolling indicated there is a resolution pertaining to the
annexation in the north part of Dickinson. Kolling stated the current resolution is
an effort to clear up any ambiguity with respect to the property. Kolling stated
with the pending litigation it could take up to a year to settle everything.
Commissioner Jackson, stated he felt we should do this, even though we may find
it was unnecessary, but it helps the development of the area to move forward.
Jackson stated he has concerns that we should be communicating with the
property owners before we do this as communication was an issue in the past.
Jackson indicated the communication should be done prior to the Commission
taking action on the current resolution. Administrator Kessel stated a letter has
been penned and is waiting for a property owner list from the county that
communicates to the owner what the City is doing. The letter will be sent as soon
as the list is received. The letter explains our confidence in the current process is
there, but that we can move through this process to facilitate the annexation this
spring for construction to happen in the undeveloped area. Kessel state this issue
is on the March County Commission Agenda.
Commissioner Jackson reiterated we should avoid the communication criticism
issue a second time. Commissioner Oltmanns asked if the letters would be sent
out registered. Kessel indicated that was not the intent as it does not guarantee
receipt. President Johnson asked Attorney Kolling what it does to the process if
staff is given two additional weeks to mail out the letters. Attorney Kolling stated
it does not concern him to wait two additional weeks. President Johnson stated at
this time no action will be taken and the item should be placed on the next agenda
for consideration.
C. WELLS FARGO PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR DOWNTOWN
LAND
City Administrator Shawn Kessel reported this is land located directly to the north
of the old Elks Building that is being renovated by Mr. Brinkman and includes all
of the land up to the building that is on the north side of the block owned by
Attorney Maus and his firm. The agreement is for $4/square foot, which equates
to $98,700. The purchase agreement is one typically used and has been reviewed
by Attorney Kolling. Administrator Kessel indicated the intent is to use the
property for a parking lot. Commissioner Oltmanns questioned if the proceeds to
purchase the lot would come from current land sales. Administrator Kessel

indicated that was correct. Commissioner Jackson stated the two partial lots
directly to the west are not included. Kessel stated that was correct.
Jackson asked if it was obvious that we needed a parking lot in that location.
Kessel stated that is the intention today, with the possibility of us owning the old
Elks Building if not completed in the stated timelines this land with the building
would be better for us in terms of development. Kessel stated there has been an
offer on the land across the alley which would remove that lot as parking.
President Johnson stated he feels the old Elks Building will be finished and that
the lot is strategically located as the building will need parking. In the future it
may become a small parking ramp tied to the old Elks Building. Kolling stated
there is a restriction that states the City cannot sell the property to a bank or
financial services institution for five years after the date of the sale. President
Johnson stated the intent is not to flip the property as it’s a strategic location and
could fit well with the Elks Building. Commissioner Landblom questioned if the
lot was adjacent to the law firm property. Kessel stated it was. Mr. Landblom
asked if there was any interest by the law firm to purchase the property. Mr.
Kessel stated not that he was aware of, they expressed interest in the land west of
them, but not to the south. Oltmanns questioned if budgeting had been looked at
to pave or improve the property. Mr. Kessel indicated no, but a lot on the south
side of Villard would give an idea on the cost when paved and may allow for cost
saving if both done at same time.
MOTION BY: Gene Jackson
SECONDED BY: Klayton Oltmanns
To approve the purchase of lots 4 – 10 of Block 13 of the Original Townsite of
the City of Dickinson, Stark County, North Dakota in the amount of $98,700.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed.
D. BEYOND SHELTER SUPPORT LETTER AND APPLICATION
Administrator Kessel stated Dan Madler was in the audience to provide a synopsis
of the project.
Blake Strehlow, Executive Director, Stark County Housing Authority addressed
the Commission. Mr. Strehlow stated the supply and demand issue for housing is
not new to Dickinson, but that he wished to educate the Commission on the
effects of the housing crunch has on the Housing Authority as it relates to Section
8 housing. Mr. Strehlow stated the Section 8 participants go out and find housing
and he helps subsidize the rent. However, the current rental costs are too high that
the participants can’t rent. The program size has decreased from 316 to 216 units
in a matter of years. This affects the funding and once gone it can’t be gotten
back. Mr. Strehlow went out and found Beyond Shelter Inc. a non-profit
development corporation that specializes in low-income housing tax credits. Mr.
Strehlow introduced Dan Madler with Beyond Shelter. Mr. Madler gave a brief
history of the corporation. Mr. Madler indicated he is looking for support from
the Commission to move forward on a project to construct 38 Low Income
Housing Units. Mr. Madler referenced the letter written by Mr. Strehlow and the
six items being requested. Mr. Madler stated due to funding/application deadlines
it is critical for approval of a support letter from the City of Dickinson. Mr.
Madler stated he also needs a letter of support for the sponsorship of CDBG
application as they would like to use CDBG funds for the project. Mr. Madler
reviewed the building plans, stating there would be 28 two bedroom units, eight
three bedroom units and two four bedroom units.

Mr. Madler stated the project would be located on a four acre site in the Roer’s
Development on the western edge of Dickinson. Mr. Madler provided
information on potential funding for the project. Mr. Madler indicated Beyond
Shelter would be the owner of the project. Mr. Madler spoke of four of the
requests before the Commission relating to financing, to include a PILOT, which
allows for the buy-downs of rent. The other items would be waivers for the
building permit fees, utility connection fees and the tipping/landfill fees.
President Johnson asked if this had been discussed at a previous meeting.
Administrator Kessel indicated it had not, it was something that had come about
since the last meeting.
President Johnson stated he could act on the sponsorship and letter of support
tonight. President Johnson stated the other items would need to be reviewed.
Administrator Kessel asked that staff have time to make a recommendation on the
PILOT and waivers for the next meeting.
President Johnson stated we could act on the letter of support and sponsorship
tonight. Commissioner Oltmanns commented those are the critical items tonight.
Mr. Madler stated to complete the application that is correct. Mr. Madler stated
he needs to underwrite the deal correctly so he will work with Mr. Kessel and
City staff to get direction for an accurate PILOT.
Commissioner Oltmanns asked the timeframe of the project from application to
occupancy. Mr. Madler indicated the housing tax credit application is due on
February 28th and a decision expected by mid April. Once the decision is
received Mr. Madler stated he will then secure permanent financing by August
and hopes to break ground in September. Mr. Madler stated the construction
timeframe is approximately one year, so occupancy could take place in
approximately August of 2012. Commissioner Landblom questioned where the
site for the project was. Mr. Madler indicated in the Roer’s Development on the
west side of Dickinson along the west business loop.
Commissioner Steiner asked Administrator Kessel on the percentage used on the
previous PILOT. Mr. Kessel stated he provided a copy of the resolution used at
that time for the Commission. Mr. Kessel stated he did show Mr. Madler this as
well, in which he stated he could agree to something similar or based upon a flat
figure. Commissioner Steiner stated his concern is that we’ve had other income
based housing plans and we need to make sure that we treat them all fairly based
on what we’ve done in the past. Mr. Steiner stated he would be in favor of one
and two tonight. Commissioner Oltmanns questioned if the past developer was
for profit versus the nonprofit doing this development. Commissioner Oltmanns
stated in his mind there is a difference when you’re offering PILOT money to a
for profit development versus offering a nonprofit ND based developer building
housing right here in our community.
Attorney Kolling commented on item 3 for the CDBG sponsorship, stating there
is nothing that prohibits the sponsorship, but we have received some indication
the City may be ineligible to receive CDBG grant due to federal conflict of
interest rules.
President Johnson stated so this does not prohibit us from sponsorship.
Commissioner Oltmanns asked how this would affect the project. Mr. Madler
stated it would be a nice source of funding, but if lost it would need to be
replaced, but doesn’t believe it would stop the project.

MOTION BY: Klayton Oltmanns SECONDED BY: Carson Steiner
To approve the letter of support from the Dickinson City Commission for low
income housing tax credit and to have the City be the sponsor for CDBG funding.
DISCUSSION: Commissioner Landblom stated because of a perceived conflict
of interest he will have to abstain from the vote. President Johnson asked about
the conflict. Commissioner Landblom stated his office handles the dissemination
of information on the CDBG program as well as the format for deciding these
projects and their funding. President Johnson stated there is no financial gain at
this time. Commissioner Landblom indicated not at this time. Attorney Kolling
stated there are two sets of conflict of interest rules that apply in the CDBG
application. The state law which provides any commissioner or board member
who has a direct and substantial personal or pecuniary interest in the matter must
abstain from the vote on the matter and allow the matter to proceed without his
participation, which he believes Mr. Landblom’s abstention would accomplish.
The other set of conflict of interest rules that we deal with is those from the
federal government. And since CDGB is a HUD Program administered by the
Department of Housing and Urban Development at the federal level, they have a
more stringent set of conflict of interest rules that do not allow those conflicts to
be rectified by an abstention of the vote.
DISPOSITION: Roll call vote…Aye 4, Nay 0, Absent 0, Abstain 1 (Landblom).
Motion declared duly passed
E. DICKINSON MUSEUM CENTER – FRONT ENTRANCE
Administrator Kessel stated this is also a CDGB application for an ADA
Accessible Grant that would improve the front of the Museum that allows ADA
accessibility to the building. Administrator Kessel introduced Kris Steffan from
the Museum Foundation. Ms. Steffan indicated the Foundation has completed the
application for CDGB funds to upgrade the front entrance of the museum to be
ADA compatible also included our costs to fix the concrete pad in front of the
museum. Ms. Steffan stated they are asking for support and to provide financing
of 50% of the cost according to the operating agreement with the City of
Dickinson.
President Johnson stated a motion then would be to sponsor the application and
cover 50% of the cost up to a specified amount from the Hospitality Tax Fund.
Commissioner Oltmanns stated so there could be the same risk of a conflict of
interested and asked if there was a plan B. Ms. Steffan stated plan B would
probably be to revise the funding request to 100% from the City as it was one of
the goals of the Museum Director and City Administrator. Commissioner
Oltmanns stated so this is not a budgeted item. Ms. Steffan stated no, it came
about somewhat from learning of the grant. President Johnson commented if plan
A fails, it does not commit the City to plan B unless a request is made.
MOTION BY: Klayton Oltmanns SECONDED BY: Carson Steiner
To approve the support and sponsorship of the CDGB grant application as
provided and to provide the 50% local cost share funding from the Hospitality
Tax Fund.
DICUSSION: Commissioner Landblom stated he will again need to abstain from
the vote due to a conflict of interest. Administrator Kessel stated he would like to
recognize Terri Thiel as she assisted in putting the application.
DISPOSITION: Roll call vote…Aye 4, Nay 0, Absent 0, Abstain 1 (Landblom).
Motion declared duly passed
5.

PUBLIC SAFETY
A. Fire Department:
1. Fire Department Monthly Report – January 2011

Fire Chief Bob Sivak highlighted department activities for the month of
January 2011. Chief Sivak stated with the report is the 2011 Department
roster. Chief Sivak stated also included with the report is the premium
billing statement from ND Workforce Safety and Insurance for 2011. The
City received a safety discount for our 2010 safety efforts for 2011 in the
amount of $12,619.45. Chief Sivak stated the credit goes to the
employees and the department heads and we are again enrolled in the
incentive program to continue enhancing our safety program.
2. 2009 Fire Code and Amendments Report
Chief Sivak reported this is a preliminary draft of revisions to Chapter 13
of Municipal code addressing fire prevention and protection. Chief Sivak
stated many of the revisions recognize areas now covered under the
adoption of the International Fire Code and specifically with the adoption
of the 2009 International Fire Code. Chief Sivak stated the revisions
would allow for the retail sales of fireworks within city limits, but the use
of fireworks within city limits would remain prohibited.
Commissioner Steiner questioned what type of complaint would be
highlighted in the Fire Department report. Chief Sivak stated at this time
of year it may be for a fire exit being blocked due to snow and ice.
B. Police Department:
1. Police Department Monthly Report – January 2011
Captain Dassinger presented the January 2011 Police Department report.
Captain Dassinger stated there were 159 accidents in January, 28 of them
hit and run and 6 were injury. Captain Dassinger stated of the 241 traffic
stops 33 were related to red light violations. President Johnson questioned
if any of the accidents at intersections due to people running a stop light or
stop sign. Captain Dassinger indicated there were, which is why red light
violation enforcement has been increased. President Johnson stated he
feels the fines for the violation are not a deterrent. Captain Dassinger
stated there were a total of 42 school zone contacts for the month of
January.
Captain Dassinger stated the calls for service were up for January
compared to the last couple of years. Also highlighted was information
from the 2010 SW Narcotics Task Force report. Captain Dassinger
reported the certification paperwork had been submitted for the SW
Tactical Team and the Crisis Negotiation Team. Captain Dassinger also
briefed the Commission on Department Training.
Commissioner Steiner commented he is glad to see the red light violation
enforcement has been stepped up.
6.

PUBLIC WORKS
A. DICKINSON SOLID WASTE FACILITY 2010 YEAR END REPORT
Aaron Praus, Chief Solid Waste Operator, Acting Solid Waste Manager presented
the report to the Commission. President Johnson questioned if the incoming
tonnage was the best indicator of the growth in the area. Mr. Praus indicated it
was. Commissioner Jackson questioned what the tonnage estimate was for yard
waste. Mr. Praus stated additional research would need to be done to answer that,
but with the rear load truck probably 90 - 95% in the summer months is yard
waste, all going to the landfill. Commissioner Steiner commented this was an
excellent report.

President Johnson stated it appears business is growing. Mr. Praus indicated we
are growing and so are the surrounding communities which puts a bigger impact
on us. President Johnson stated there is a study being conducted. Administrator
Kessel stated a permit application is due in September that is for the next ten
years so we’re hoping a contractor can assist us with the completion of the
application and answer our questions. Engineer Soehren pointed out an RFQ is
out to hire an engineering firm to assist with the landfill permit. These will be
reviewed later in the week with the assistance of Commissioners Oltmanns and
Landblom to make a recommendation to the City Commission as to the firm we
want to have take on the project. Engineer Soehren commented on the growth in
looking at the number of bales produced over previous years.
Commissioner Oltmanns asked Aaron Praus what keeps you awake. Mr. Praus
stated the biggest thing is the extreme growth and the turnover it’s put a lot of
weight on the employees. We’re trying to overcome it but we need adequate
staffing to keep growing with the needs. Administrator Kessel commented Public
Works, specifically Solid Waste, has experienced the most retirements and
turnover at the management level. With the loss of about four individuals we
have lost approximately 110 years of experience. Administrator Kessel stated
Aaron Praus is doing a nice job in keeping the ship upright. Mr. Praus stated
Tiffany Wallace definitely deserves credit on the creation of the report and putting
into a presentable form.
Commissioner Landblom asked if we’re allowed to burn at the landfill. Mr. Praus
stated evidence from law enforcement can be burned, but otherwise no.
Commissioner Landblom asked if we’ve looked at the use of biomass in the
operation. Mr. Praus stated no. Commissioner Landblom asked if this was a
possibility. Mr. Praus stated this is a decision that may come from the
engineering firm with the review of the master plan.
B. RECYCLING DROP OFF SITES FUNDING
Mr. Praus stated we are asking the approval of funding for the recycling drop off
sites. Mr. Praus stated there have been four sites established, the 2000 block of
6th Avenue W, the 400 Block of 10th Avenue E, the 600 Block of West Broadway
and the fourth site is in question on DSU property in the 600 Block of State
Avenue. Mr. Praus stated the site work cost per site is $1,069. The cost covers
the base material and the personnel and equipment to prepare the site. The work
will be completed by City personnel. At each site there will be one yard waste
container, one cardboard container, an oil collection container and in the winter
months an ash container. Other firms/organizations currently collecting materials
may place containers at the sites for a “one stop shop” for those individuals
collecting recyclables in their homes. The estimated site size is 10,000 square
feet. Mr. Praus reviewed the cost of purchasing the containers and signage.
Fencing is currently an option and would cost $8,000 per site. The total cost to
create the sites without fencing is $107,251, with fencing the cost is $160,851.
Mr. Praus stated there is money set aside in a recycling fund that was established
several years ago and we are requesting the use of $107,251 to develop the sites
for use this summer. Mr. Praus stated there will be operational costs as well for
lighting and personnel to monitor the sites.
Commissioner Oltmanns asked if potential revenue has been looked at for the
recycling of the card board. Mr. Praus stated due to the fact it is unknown the
amount that will be collected from the sites this has not yet been looked at. The
$60,000 for last year comes from what was dropped off at our facility and from

Baker Boy, Dan’s and Prairie Hills Mall. By increasing this we’re also going to
increase revenue. Commissioner Oltmanns added and save landfill usage.
Commissioner Oltmanns asked how much was currently in the recycling fund.
Administrator Kessel indicated the balance was about $350,000 so with or
without the fences would diminish that by about half. Commissioner Oltmanns
asked why we wouldn’t do the fences right now. Administrator Kessel stated the
fencing thought is twofold to enhance the site and to catch materials that may
blow out of containers. Commissioner Oltmanns questioned why we wouldn’t
fence from day 1 rather than dealing with complaints.
Commissioner Jackson commented the delay of the fencing is to make sure we
have the right sites and to see what other cities are doing as the Bismarck sites are
not fenced.
Commissioner Oltmanns questioned if there was city land available for the fourth
site. Administrator Kessel stated we tried to identify land in each quadrant of the
city for the sites, but there is not city property in this quadrant, we may need to
partner with another agency to get one in that area. President Johnson commented
we may need to revisit utilizing Dickinson State property.
Mr. Praus restated the amounts with and without fencing for the Commission.
President Johnson asked about the funding source for the fund. Finance Director
Tina Johnson stated the only thing going into the fund is interest, but in the past
there was a $.20 fee as a part of the refuse charge on utility accounts, but this is no
longer done.
President Johnson commented that we should probably wait on the fencing until
the sites are permanent. Commissioner Landblom questioned if the sites would
be paved. Mr. Praus stated not currently, but once sites are finalized that may be
an option.
Commissioner Oltmanns questioned Aaron Praus on his preference of fencing.
Mr. Praus indicated no fencing until the sites are determined to be permanent.
MOTION BY: Klayton Oltmanns SECONDED BY: Gene Jackson
To approve the funding of the recycling drop off sites without fencing up to
$115,000.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed
C. 2011 SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
City Engineer Shawn Soehren requested City Commission approval of a
resolution which would create the 2011 Sidewalk Improvement District. He
stated the district allows citizens to make improvements to sidewalks, curbs,
gutters and driveways which are within the street right of way through a voluntary
special assessment process.
MOTION BY: Gene Jackson
SECONDED BY: Klayton Oltmanns
To authorize introducing Resolution 04-2011 for adoption.
RESOLUTION NO. 04-2011
A RESOLUTION CREATING SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
2011-1 OF THE CITY OF DICKINSON AND AUTHORIZING THE
IMPROVEMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS.

DISCUSSION:
Commissioner Landblom questioned the dollar amount.
Engineer Soehren stated the amount is typically $60,000 but there is not a limit.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed
D. FINAL PLAT – LAMONT FIRST ADDITION
City Engineer Shawn Soehren stated this is a Final Plat of the Lamont 1st
Addition. This is a replat of the KDIX tower addition which was a one lot
subdivision but has been split over the last several years. He stated this cleans up
the plat providing to establish a lot for the Hampton Inn and to create a right of
way for Sims to continue. Planning and Zoning has reviewed the plat and
recommends approval.
Commissioner Landblom wanted to make sure there is a buffer zone between the
commercial zoning and the R-1 zoning. Engineer Soehren stated the current
zoning ordinance does have a provision for a buffer between zoning.
MOTION BY: Carson Steiner
SECONDED BY: Gene Jackson
To authorize introducing Resolution 05-2011 for adoption.
RESOLUTION NO. 05-2011
A RESOLUTION APPROVING FINAL PLAT ENTITLED LAMONT
FIRST ADDITION, STARK COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 4, Nay 1, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed
E. FINAL PLAT – NORTH INDUSTRIES FIRST ADDITION
City Engineer Soehren stated this is a final plat for North Industries 1st Addition.
He stated a North Industries plat was previously recorded. This plat takes into
account the lot sizes. He pointed out the changes from the previous plat.
Engineer Soehren stated Planning and Zoning recommends approval.
Commissioner Jackson confirmed that this does not change the development
agreement put in place with the first plat. Attorney Kolling stated the agreement
remains in place.
MOTION BY: Gene Jackson
SECONDED BY: Klayton Oltmanns
To authorize introducing Resolution 06-2011 for adoption.
RESOLUTION 06-2011
A RESOLUTION APPROVING FINAL PLAT ENTITLED NORTH
INDUSTRIES FIRST ADDITION, STARK COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed
F. FINAL PLAT – ALLARD SUBDIVISION
City Engineer Soehren introduced the Allard Subdivision final plat. He stated this
is located approximately one mile south of City limits, and borders Decker 3rd
Subdivision, BM Wald Subdivision and the Decker Subdivision. The intent of
the owner is to develop two lots for residential development. It has been pointed
out there is a flood plain that goes through here and we’re recommending
approval that it be contingent upon us getting the flood plain information added to
the plat before it’s recorded.
MOTION BY: Gene Jackson

SECONDED BY: Carson Steiner

To authorize introducing Resolution 07-2011 for adoption contingent upon the
addition of the flood plain information being added to the plat.
RESOLUTION 07-2011
A RESOLUTION APPROVING FINAL PLAT ENTITLED ALLARD
SUBDIVISION, STARK COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed
G. FINAL PLAT – STATE FITH ADDITION
City Engineer Soehren stated this is west of 23rd Avenue and is a continuation of
the Roer’s Development. This is a combination of R-2 and R-3 zoning and
generates R-2 lots and one large R-3 lot. The rezoning request will come in front
of the Commission in the future, but it does follow the master plan that has been
submitted for the area. Planning and Zoning recommends approval.
MOTION BY: Gene Jackson
SECONDED BY: Klayton Oltmanns
To authorize introducing Resolution 08-2011 for adoption.
RESOLUTION 08-2011
A RESOLUTION APPROVING FINAL PLAT ENTITLED STATE FIFTH
ADDITION, STARK COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed
H. OTHER
Engineer Soehren reported interviews had been conducted to hire a Planner.
Engineer Soehren state an offer has been made and tentatively accepted.
7.

ADMINISTRATION
City Administrator Report
1.
Legislative Update
Administrator Kessel reported he is currently tracking legislation dealing
with special assessments and property taxes. Administrator Kessel stated
HB 1458 relating to infrastructure funding for SW North Dakota, which
the City had testified against, has failed. He stated the alternative to this
bill HB 1013 which supports the Governor’s proposal has passed.
2.

Chief of Police Retirement
Administrator Kessel reported he received a letter from Police Chief
Rummel indicating his intent to postpone his retirement. He stated there is
not a specific date for his retirement at this time.

3.

Section 8 Support Letters
• Support for Pioneer Haven and Peaceful Haven Affordable
Senior Housing Project
• MDI Limited Partnership – Prairie Hills 4th Addition
Administrator Kessel reported these are letters in support of Section 8
Housing. He asked for the Commission for a motion of support.
MOTION BY: Gene Jackson
SECONDED BY: Carson Steiner
To approve the letters of support from the Dickinson City Commission for
Section 8 Housing.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed

4.

Thank You Note – Domestic Violence and Rape Crisis Center

Administrator Kessel stated a thank you note had been received from Domestic
Violence and Rape Crisis for the financial contribution made by the City.
8.

CITY COMMISSION
None.

9.

PUBLIC ISSUES OF CITY CONCERN NOT ON THE AGENDA
None.
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION BY: Carson Steiner
SECONDED BY: Klayton Oltmanns
For adjournment of the meeting at approximately 8:34 PM.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 5, Nay 0, Absent 0.
Motion declared duly passed.
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