SPECIAL MEETING

DICKINSON CITY COMMISSION

I.

CALL TO ORDER
President Scott Decker called the meeting to order at 4:30 P.M.

II.

ROLL CALL
Present were:

III.

SEPTEMBER 26, 2016

President Scott Decker, Commissioners Carson Steiner, Sarah
Jennings, Klayton Oltmanns and Mike Lefor.

Absent:

Commissioners Mike Lefor and Klayton Oltmanns

Others Present:

Linda Carlson, Haylee Cripe

ALCOHOL COMPLIANCE HEARINGS
A. The Rock
Kathy Fisher states to the Commissioners that she is hoping to have a first violation as she
has repurposed the Rock from the previous owner.
President Scott Decker states he has read through the information provided and the Rock
has changed hands 3 times in the past 2 years.
City Attorney Haylee Cripe states she has received documentation by the Rock and it
appears the Rock had changed ownership on two occasions. Ms. Cripe states the most
recent offense should be the 1st offense instead of the 3rd. Ms. Cripe states if the server had
server training the $500 fine would be waved and a written warning only.
MOTION BY: Carson Steiner
SECONDED BY: Sarah Jennings
To approve a first violation of the Rock and waive the $500 fine contingent upon the
completion of server training.
DISPOSITION:

Roll call vote…Aye 3, Nay 0, Absent 2
Motion declared duly passed

B. Vintage Liquor
Owner Tim Lantz and Manager Casey King state this was Vintage’s 2nd offense. Mr. Lantz
states the minor did appear to be older looking then they actually were. He also stated the
server felt the minor did appear over 21. Mr. Lantz states Vintage liquor’s goal is to prevent
alcohol sales to minors. Prior this incident a scanner was installed and it was up to the
server to card or not but now they will need to card everyone prior to serving.
MOTION BY: Carson Steiner
SECONDED BY: Sarah Jennings
To approve the second alcohol violation for Vintage Liquors with a $1,000 fine and 1 day
suspension.

DISPOSITION:

Roll call vote…Aye 3, Nay 0, Absent 2
Motion declared duly passed

C. Family Fare
Nathan Goetz states Family Fare does ensure that their employees get the proper training
and do have companywide training prior to an employee’s start of working. Mr. Goetz
states within the first 45 days of being hired the server needs to take the server training in
Dickinson. Family Fare has now implemented the scanner that cannot be overrode.
MOTION BY: Sarah Jennings
SECONDED BY: Carson Steiner
To approve the second alcohol violation for Family Fare with a $1,000 fine and 1 day
suspension.
DISPOSITION:

Roll call vote…Aye 3, Nay 0, Absent 2
Motion declared duly passed

D. Mavericks
Ms. Cripe states Mavericks is appearing before the Commission as required by DMC
§4.08.240(a)(3)(b), for a second offense against their liquor license. The previous offense
occurred on March 16, 2015. The current offense occurred August 3, 2016. It is my
understanding that the ownership or representatives of Mavericks will be presenting their
perspective of the compliance check, and their dissatisfaction with the process.
Brian Nelson, Manager states he feels the bartender did put down the beer on the bar and
the minor reached over and picked the beer up from the side of the bar. Mr. Nelson is
requesting that he be able to show the video that pertains to the incident. He feels the minor
jumped the gun prior to the bartender fulfilling the transaction. Mr. Nelson does show the
video.
MOTION BY: Sarah Jennings
SECONDED BY: Carson Steiner
To approve the second alcohol violation for Maverick’s with a $1,000 fine and 1 day
suspension.
DISPOSITION:

Roll call vote…Aye 3, Nay 0, Absent 2
Motion declared duly passed

E. First Offenses
City Attorney Haylee Cripe does states pursuant to the DMC §4.08.240(c), any license
holder who is alleged to have committed their first offense against their liquor license may
request a hearing regarding the proposed penalty. The following license holders are alleged
to have committed their first offense against their license. Proposed penalties are listed

below. If a license holder fails to notify the City Administrator or appear for the hearing,
they are deemed to have accepted the penalty.
JD’s BBQ - $500 fine, written warning.
Lucky’s Liquor - $500 fine waived, written warning [server training completed]
Liquor Warehouse - $500 fine waived, written warning [server training completed]
Don Pedro’s - $500 fine waived, written warning [server training completed]
Eagle’s - $500 fine, written warning
Attorney Haylee Cripe states there are no representation from the above liquor license
holders.
MOTION BY: Sarah Jennings
SECONDED BY: Carson Steiner
To approve the violation for Liquor Warehouse, JD’s BBQ, Lucky’s Liquor, Don Pedro’s
and the Eagles Club.
DISPOSITION:

IV.

Roll call vote…Aye 3, Nay 0, Absent 2
Motion declared duly passed

COMPLIANCE CHECKS PRESENTATION
Presentation on Compliance Checks
Becky Byzewski of Community Action was asked by President Scott Decker for her
process and procedure or guidelines that she follows and Ms. Byzewski did not have
anything available to present.
Police Chief Dustin Dassinger states when the compliance checks are held 100% of the
establishments whom hold a liquor license are checked each time a compliance check is
held.
Captain Dave Wilkie of the Dickinson Police Department states if a license holder is
missed this is normally due to their closure for that evening. If this happens the check is
done on them a different date. Captain Wilkie does states all liquor license holder are
treated fairly and the intent is to have these compliance checks are to be 100% with no
failure. Captain Dave Wilkie states he wants to ensure all businesses don’t fail. He feels
Community Action’s goal is to visit each business and have no failures.

President Scott Decker does not want to see any criminal intent on any of the business. He
feels many of the employees that fail the checks are lazy and not have a criminal intent.
He does feel the volunteers should all be about the same look of age.
Mrs. Becky Byzewski does explain the ID’s look to the Commissioners with the yellow/red
or no bar look indicating the age of the person.
Commissioner Sarah Jennings thanks everyone for being at the meeting and she has noticed
some discrepancies in the compliance checks. She feels it is sometimes deceptive on
whom the minor is as they look older than they really are. She is questioning the protocol
of the procedure. Ms. Jennings does feel it would look better for the server to check the
ID if they feel the person is of age or not. Commissioner Sarah Jennings states the servers
are making an assumption that the person with the Police Officer is 21 years of age.
Police Chief Dustin Dassinger feels that the Police Department and Community Action is
being reprimanded for performing their job of compliance checks.
President Scott Decker feels the City needs to address the policies and procedures. Mr.
Decker is not placing any blame on the Police Department or of Ms. Byzewski, but wants
to have equality in compliance checks.
Captain Dave Wilkie reviews the guidelines and how the procedure is working and warns
the Commission of setting a precedence by judging whom can do the compliance checks.
Mr. Wilkie states in order to avoid the charge the ID should have been checked.
Police Chief Dustin Dassinger states the Police Department does not select the individuals
or dates that the compliance checks are done. Chief Dassinger states this procedure is not
to trick any one establishment or aggressively target any one establishment.
Commissioner Sarah Jennings would like to see a clear policy and procedure to follow.
Captain Dave Wilkie states to the Commission that 4 of the 9 businesses actually looked
at the ID’s and still served the minor.
V.

REPORT
1. Discussion of Section 4.08.240 revocation and Suspension by City Commission
City Attorney Haylee Cripe states the purpose of this discussion to address concerns
regarding process of compliance checks, status of the ordinance and open meeting
discussion of ordinance. Ms. Haylee Cripe presents ordinances from several different cities
on how they handle the process of liquor license holders and their penalties. She states
some cities don’t have codes for services and just use the Century Code.
Commissioner Carson Steiner states the City will take these ordinances into consideration
and review them along with several liquor license holders in Dickinson.

City Prosecutor Christina Wenko states the ordinances do give the City some teeth in
prosecuting as there is penalty applied for violators. Ms. Wenko states most charges are a
Class B, but some are higher. The first offense usually becomes a deferred imposition for
a sentence, but if it the second or third offense the penalty becomes more severe. Ms.
Wenko sates she does not see a great number of repeat offenders. The purpose of the
penalty is to prohibit repeat offenders.
President Scott Decker would like for the City to get a committee together to review the
ordinance, to discuss and review with opinions from everyone. Mr. Decker is most
concerned that the City is doing 100% compliance checks.
Commissioner Sarah Jennings volunteers to be on the committee to review the alcohol
ordinance.
V.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION BY: Sarah Jennings
SECONDED BY: Carson Steiner
Adjournment of the meeting at approximately 5:50 PM.
DISPOSITION:

Roll call vote… Aye 3, Nay 0, Absent 2
Motion declared duly passed.
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