REGULAR MEETING

DICKINSON CITY COMMISSION

I.

CALL TO ORDER
President Dennis W. Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:15 PM.

II.

ROLL CALL
Present were:
Absent were:

FEBRUARY 19, 2008

President Dennis W. Johnson, Commissioners Rhonda Dukart and
Carson Steiner
Commissioners Bill Reitmeier and Joe Frenzel

STANDARD MOTIONS
1.

ORDER OF BUSINESS
MOTION BY:
Carson Steiner
SECONDED BY:
Rhonda Dukart
To approve the February 19, 2008 Order of Business as presented.
DISPOSITION:
Motion carried unanimously.

2.

CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION BY:
Rhonda Dukart
SECONDED BY:
Carson Steiner
A.
Approve minutes of regular meeting dated February 4, 2008;
B.
Approval of ND Department of Health Laboratory Services Division contract for
year 2008;
C.
Approval to award bid to Swanston Equipment Co. for a Trailer Mounted Spray
Patcher in the amount of $45,300 (2008 Budgeted lease purchase item);
D.
Approval of the Department of Air Force contract for the aircraft display in
Young’s Park;
E.
Approval of Workforce Safety and Insurance Grant Agreement for the aerial lift
and authorize City Administrator to sign documents;
F.
Approval to appoint Greg Sund as Point of Contact for Grants.gov;
G.
Approval of Landfill Contract with G & G Garbage, Inc.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 3, Nay 0, Absent 2.
Motion declared duly passed.

TIMETABLE AGENDA
5:45 PM
TEN YEAR PLAN TO END HOMELESSNESS – ERV BREN
Erv Bren, Director of Community Action Partnership and spokesperson for Southwest
Homeless Coalition, presented the Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness. The report was
funded through a State grant sponsored by the City and contracted through Community
Action. Mr. Bren stated while the local economy is strong there is always a small amount
of people left behind and homeless. He stated in North Dakota homelessness is different
than in other urban centers as the homeless are usually hidden homeless. Examples of
hidden homeless can include individuals evicted from apartments, those that have fled
their home due to domestic violence, have been released from an institutionalized
facilities, have a mental illness or simply do not have skills and income necessary to
acquire and maintain housing. He stated research for the study showed 70% of SW ND
homeless are home-grown and 30% are transient. He stated the committee identified five
major goals to work on: 1. to retain a solid foundation of financial resources; 2. to
increase skill building to prevent homelessness; 3. to provide a support system to end
homelessness; 4. educate the community about homelessness; and 5. make sure we can
provide appropriate housing facilities based upon their needs. Bren requested City
Commission support of the plan and also appoint a representative that can be part of the
Southwest Homeless Coalition.
President Johnson asked Mr. Bren what the homeless housing requirements are with
Community Action Partnership. Bren stated Community Action rents three rooms at a
local motel to house homeless individuals. Homeless families with children are housed
by the Domestic Violence and Rape Crisis Center. He stated individuals can stay as long
as five weeks depending upon the circumstance. He stated funding for this program
comes half from federal funds and half from the annual United Way campaign drive.

Darianne Johnson of Domestic Violence and Rape Crisis Center stated in addition to
housing homeless families, they also house sexual assault victims and families. She
stated the maximum length of stay at the shelter is two years.
MOTION BY:
Rhonda Dukart
SECONDED BY:
Carson Steiner
To approve the Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness plan as presented.
DISCUSSION:
Greg Sund stated Police Chief Chuck Rummel and Assistant
Police Chief Stewart Stenberg have volunteered to be City representatives on the
Southwest Homeless Coalition.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 3, Nay 0, Absent 2.
Motion declared duly passed.

NON-TIMETABLE AGENDA
4.

GENERAL ISSUES/FINANCE

A.

DECEMBER 2007 FINANCIAL REPORT
Accounting Manager, Tina Johnson presented the December 2007 financial report.
MOTION BY:
Rhonda Dukart
SECONDED BY:
To accept the December 2007 financial report as presented.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 3, Nay 0, Absent 2.
Motion declared duly passed.

Carson Steiner

5.

PUBLIC SAFETY

A.

REPORTS:
1. Fire Department Monthly Report:
Fire Chief Bob Sivak highlighted the January report. He stated incident response
activities were somewhat routine, however, the night duty callouts were above average.
2. Presentation of Water Utilities Safety Award:
Fire Chief Bob Sivak presented an Occupational Safety Award to Public Works Manager,
Skip Rapp for the Water Utilities Department, on behalf of the ND Safety Council. He
stated the award is given to departments that experience less injuries than the national
average. Sivak stated the Dickinson Water Utilities Department had no injuries for year
2007. Sivak and President Johnson congratulated Skip Rapp and Water Utilities staff.
3. Police Department Monthly Report:
Police Chief Chuck Rummel highlighted the January report. He stated there were 60
vehicle accidents in January with 13 of those being hit and run accidents and 4 reported
injury accidents. School Resource Officer Van Doorne continues to work on prevention
and intervention in the schools. Van Doorne was involved in 25 incidents in the schools
during January. An Alcohol Compliance check was done on January 18th with Frontier
Liquors and Town & Country Liquor failing out of eight businesses tested. Letters were
sent to both of the businesses that failed. Sr. Officer David Wilkie was promoted to
Sergeant to fill an opening created by the retirement of Sgt. Rick Bartz.

6.

PUBLIC WORKS - ENGINEERING

A.

ORDINANCE NO. 1348 – REZONE OF FISHER EAST SIDE 2ND SUBDIVISION
City Engineer Shawn Soehren stated Ordinance No. 1348 rezones property on the east of
I-94 Business Loop where the old drive-in theatre was located. He stated Planning and
Zoning recommends rezoned from R1 to R3, R2, and GC combination districts.
President Johnson asked if there was any public comment regarding Ordinance No. 1348.
No public comment was received.
MOTION BY:
Carson Steiner
SECONDED BY:
For second reading and final passage of Ordinance No. 1348

Rhonda Dukart

ORDINANCE NO. 1348
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE DISTRICT ZONING MAP FOR
REZONING AND RECLASSIFYING DESIGNATED LOTS, BLOCK OR
TRACTS OF LAND WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS, CITY OF DICKINSON,
NORTH DAKOTA.
DISPOSITION:

Roll call vote…Aye 3, Nay 0, Absent 2.
Motion declared duly passed.

B.

RESOLUTION APPROVING 2008 SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
City Engineer Soehren stated each year the City creates a Sidewalk Improvement District
which allows property owners an opportunity to have concrete work performed under the
city’s bid and choose whether they would like the costs assessed over a five year period
or pay cash. Soehren stated recently he received comments from developers desiring to
construct sidewalk for new construction properties and having the work special assessed.
Soehren questioned whether the City Commission desired to extend the project for those
purposes. Commissioner Dukart referenced language in the resolution which references
assessments against “improved property” and felt the district is for those desiring
replacement of existing concrete work, not new concrete placement. Soehren stated in
the past the City has allowed individuals to have sidewalk put down in the old parts of
town where there previously wasn’t a sidewalk. Johnson felt the City should be cautious
in allowing a developer to utilize the Sidewalk District when they are already using the
Development Impact Fee project. Johnson stated the current language could possibly be
interpreted either way but preferred the language be revised to include language that
would restrict a developer requesting the use of assessments for new developments.
Johnson asked Soehren to comment on his thoughts for revising resolution language.
Soehren stated he had concerns with allowing new developers to have the work done,
selling the property prior to the assessment being placed on the property, and then having
issues with the new buyer. He stated if the City chose to accept developers requests, the
parcels would likely have two assessment projects as there would also be Development
Impact Fees. Dukart stated she felt the sidewalk program was a good program but did
not feel the intent was to use it for new construction areas therefore recommended
language in the resolution be revised. Johnson directed Soehren, Sund and Attorney
Matthew Kolling revise the resolution.

C.

REPORT:
1. Code Enforcement Report for January 2008:
City Engineer Shawn Soehren provided the January Code Enforcement Report for
review.

7.

PUBLIC WORKS – MAINTENANCE AND UTILITIES

A.

RESOLUTION APPROVING 2008 HAZARDOUS TREE REMOVAL
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT:
Public Works Manager, Skip Rapp requested Commission approval of the 2008
Hazardous Tree Removal Improvement District. He stated under the program, property
owners who are directed by the City to remove hazardous trees on their property may
have the cost special assessed over a five year period.
MOTION BY:
Rhonda Dukart
SECONDED BY:
To authorize introducing Resolution No. 05-2008 for adoption:

Carson Steiner

RESOLUTION NO. 05-2008
A
RESOLUTION
CREATING
HAZARDOUS
TREE
REMOVAL
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2008-1 OF THE CITY OF DICKINSON AND
AUTHORIZING THE IMPROVEMENTS AND ASSESSMENTS.
DISPOSITION:

8.
A.

Roll call vote…Aye 3, Nay 0, Absent 2.
Motion declared duly passed.

ADMINISTRATION:
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:
1. Resolution regarding Sales Tax Ordinance:

City Administrator Greg Sund referred to a draft resolution, which if approved, would
place the proposed ordinance amending the sales tax code on the June election ballot.
Sund stated he would keep the ordinance on as a report until March 17th at which time all
Commissioners are expected to be in attendance for the regular meeting.
2. Other Post-employment Benefit Plan:
Greg Sund stated he received a draft plan document which would establish a trust fund
for retiree health benefits. He stated with the new government accounting standards, the
City needs to change how they fund retirement health benefits. He stated currently the
City gives the retirees a subsidy to buy their own insurance and have paid for it with cash
as the need arose. He stated the new accounting guidelines would establish a trust fund
with a more transparent view of the city’s current and long term obligations. City
Attorney Matthew Kolling stated he spoke with the Attorney General’s Office and the
City could establish the trust fund under home rule authority.
3. Coal Severance Tax:
Greg Sund stated he learned the City of South Heart is objecting to the way the State
distributes the city portion of the coal severance taxes therefore have not signed a letter of
support for the proposed coal gasification plant. Sund stated the tax is distributed to
cities based upon population, therefore the estimated coal severance tax of $378,000
would be split with Belfield, Gladstone, Richardton, South Heart and Taylor with
$331,000 of it going to the City of Dickinson. Commissioners expressed understanding
with South Heart’s concerns and stated they would be willing to review an alternate
proposal.
4. 2008 Energy Development Impact Grants:
Sund stated the City will be receiving the 2008 Energy Development Impact Grant
applications soon and anticipates one or two department to submit applications.
5. Thank You note from the Dickinson Rural Fire Department:
Sund provided the Commissioners a copy of a Thank You note received from the
Dickinson Rural Fire Department in appreciation for the $8,000 for replacement of the 5
½ hp. motor driven power unit and high pressure hoses for the Jaws of Life Extraction
Unit.
6. Southwest Regional Disaster Coalition meeting minutes from January 25, 2008:
Sund provided a copy of the meeting minutes for informational purposes. He stated their
main focus is planning for a possible bird flu epidemic and pandemic.
7. NDDOT Directors Task Force Meeting Report:
Sund stated he attended the NDDOT Directors Task Force Meeting in Bismarck
regarding Transportation Enhancement grants. He stated the Committee recommended
grants in the amount of $850,000 for urban projects and approximately $300,000 for rural
projects. He stated he learned that for every one dollar ND sends to the federal
government in fuel tax, it receives $2.50 back in road funding, which means ND gets the
best return on investment in the Country.
8. DSU Theodore Roosevelt Symposium Funding Request:
Sund stated since the last City Commission meeting, the DSU Theodore Roosevelt
Symposium Funding request has been forwarded to the Hospitality Tax Committee to
review the funding request.
9.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
MOTION BY:
Rhonda Dukart
SECONDED BY:
Carson Steiner
To approve the accounts payable as presented with accounts payable numbers 64,269 to
64,408. Said list is available in the Accounting Office.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 3, Nay 0, Absent 2.
Motion declared duly passed.

10.

CITY COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS:
1. Community Action Partnership Meeting minutes dated January 22, 2008:
Minutes were provided for informational purposes.

11.

PUBLIC ISSUES OF CITY CONCERN NOT ON THE AGENDA:
N/A

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION BY:
Carson Steiner
SECONDED BY:
For adjournment of the meeting at approximately 6:36 PM.
DISPOSITION:
Roll call vote…Aye 3, Nay 0, Absent 2.
Motion declared duly passed.

Rhonda Dukart

OFFICIAL MINUTES PREPARED BY:

_______________________________________
Cindy Selinger, Assistant to City Administrator

APPROVED BY:

_______________________________________
Greg Sund, City Administrator

_______________________________________
Dennis W. Johnson, President
Board of City Commissioners
Date: _________________________________

